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Rother District Council 
 
 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 
13 February 2020 
 
Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held at the Council Chamber, Town 
Hall, Bexhill-on-Sea on Thursday 13 February 2020 at 9:30am. 
 
Committee Members present: Councillors J. Vine-Hall (Chairman), S.M. Prochak 
(Vice-Chairman), Mrs M.L. Barnes, S.J. Coleman, G.C. Curtis, S.J. Errington, A.E. 
Ganly, L.M. Langlands, A.S. Mier, G.F. Stevens, R.B. Thomas (in part) and H.L. 
Timpe. 
 
Other Members present: Councillors Mrs V. Cook (in part), P.C. Courtel (in part), 
K.M. Field (in part), P.J. Gray (in part), Mrs. E.M. Kirby-Green (in part), C. Madeley, 
C.R. Maynard (in part), M. Mooney (in part) and D.B. Oliver. 
 
Advisory Officers in attendance: Head of Service Strategy and Planning, 
Development Manager and Democratic Services Officer. 
 
Also Present: 1 member of the press and 13 members of public. 
 
 
 

PL19/107.   MINUTES   

(1)  
The Chairman was authorised to sign the Minutes of the meeting held 
on 16 January 2020 as a correct record of the proceedings. 
 
 

PL19/108.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND SUBSTITUTES   

(2)  
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J. Barnes 
(substitute), Mrs D.C. Earl-Williams and J.M. Johnson. 
 
 

PL19/109.   DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST   

(5)  
Declarations of interest were made by Councillors in the Minutes as 
indicated below: 
 
A.S. Meir  Agenda Item 16 – Personal and Prejudicial in so far as he 

had predetermined his decision regarding Application No. 
RR/2018/2726/P Pett Level Road. 

 
 

PART II – DECISIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED POWERS 
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PL19/110.   PLANNING APPLICATIONS - INDEX   

(6)  
Outline planning permissions are granted subject to approval by the 
Council of reserved matters before any development is commenced, 
which are layout, scale, appearance, access and landscaping.  Unless 
otherwise stated, every planning permission or outline planning 
permission is granted subject to the development beginning within 
three years from the date of the permission.  In regard to outline 
permissions, reserved matters application for approval must be made 
within three years from the date of the grant of outline permission; and 
the development to which the permission relates must begin no later 
than whichever is the later of the following dates: the expiration of three 
years from the date of the grant of outline permission or, the expiration 
of two years from the final approval of the reserved matters, or in the 
case of approval on different dates, the final approval of the last such 
matters to be approved. 
  
In certain circumstances the Planning Committee will indicate that it is 
only prepared to grant or refuse planning permission if, or unless, 
certain amendments to a proposal are undertaken or subject to 
completion of outstanding consultations.  In these circumstances the 
Head of Service Strategy and Planning can be given delegated 
authority to issue the decision of the Planning Committee once the 
requirements of the Committee have been satisfactorily complied with.  
A delegated decision does not mean that planning permission or 
refusal will automatically be issued.  If there are consultation 
objections, difficulties, or negotiations are not satisfactorily concluded, 
then the application will have to be reported back to the Planning 
Committee or reported via the internal-only electronic Notified ‘D’ 
system by means of providing further information for elected Members.  
This delegation also allows the Head of Service Strategy and Planning 
to negotiate and amend applications, conditions, reasons for refusal 
and notes commensurate with the instructions of the Committee.  Any 
applications which are considered prior to the expiry of the consultation 
reply period are automatically delegated for a decision. 
 
RESOLVED: That the Planning Applications be determined as detailed 
below. 
 
 

PL19/111.   RR/2019/2525/P - MOUNTFIELD - PARK PALE MEADOW, 
MOUNTFIELD LANE   

(7)  
RM 
DECISION: REFUSE (FULL PLANNING) 
 
The Committee had visited the site as part of their site inspections.  
The proposal was to remove planning Conditions 6 and 7 attached to 
Planning Permission Reference No. RR/2019/1370/P.  On 16 August 
2019, the Committee had approved a change of use of agricultural land 
to part equestrian including retrospective planning permission for stable 
buildings, a tack room and store shed, as well as an improved access 
to the track.  In approving the application, the Committee added a 
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further three conditions (5, 6 and 7).  The Applicant considered that 
Conditions 6 and 7 were unreasonable. 
 
Consideration was also given to the revised information regarding 
Condition 2 which was circulated to Members prior to the meeting; this 
information showed a revised location of the store shed.  The 
Committee heard from the local Ward Member who was present at the 
meeting and was not in favour of supporting approval of the 
application.  Objections were also noted from Mountfield and Brightling 
Parish Councils. 
 
Members felt that the decision they had made in August 2019 and the 
additional conditions applied were, having regard to paragraph 55 of 
the National Planning Policy Framework and Planning Practice 
Guidance pertinent and reasonable and should remain. They wanted to 
ensure that the application referred to the Applicant only and that once 
the permitted use had ceased the land would be restored to its 
agricultural use and condition to protect, in the long-term, the character 
and appearance of the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(AONB).  It was Members’ view that without these conditions, the 
development would not be acceptable as the use of the land and the 
remains of the buildings in perpetuity would not conserve the AONB.  
Therefore, Members considered that the application should be refused.     
 
Councillor Mrs Barnes moved the motion to refuse (Full Planning) and 
this was seconded by Councillor Coleman. 
 
Resolution voted on – the motion was CARRIED. 
 
REASON FOR REFUSAL: 
 
1. Planning permission RR/2019/1370/P was for the retrospective 

change of use of land to part equestrian with additional 
development including stables, a tack room, a store shed, improved 
access and track, and new hard standing in front of stable block. 
The development is in the countryside, designated as part of the 
High Weald AONB. Having regard to Policy DC02 of the 
Development and Site Allocations Local Plan (DaSA) (emerging at 
the time of permission RR/2019/1370/P but now fully adopted) 
proposals for equestrian development should, individually and 
cumulatively, safeguard the intrinsic and locally distinctive character 
and amenities of the countryside, with particular regard to the 
conservation of the AONB (Policies OSS4, RA2, RA3, EN1 and 
EN3 of the Rother Local Plan Core Strategy, Policies DEN1 and 
DEN2 of the DaSA and paragraph 172 of the National Planning 
Policy Framework also apply). The Council considers that in 
determining permission RR/2019/1370/P full regard was had to 
these various policy objectives and Conditions 6 and 7, having also 
considered paragraph 55 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework and Planning Practice Guidance, were appropriate as 
the conditions were a suitable means of allowing small-scale 
development but also protecting, in the long-term, the character and 
appearance of the AONB. The removal of Conditions 6 and 7 would 
compromise the conservation of the AONB as were the Applicant to 
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move on and/or the use cease, the buildings would remain 
indefinitely which would lead to a scenario where unused buildings 
would litter the landscape causing harm to the AONB’s intrinsic 
character which, having regard to the Countryside and Rights of 
Way Act 2000, would be at odds with the Council’s legal duty to 
conserve and enhance natural beauty. 

 
NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK: In accordance with 
the requirements of the Framework (paragraph 38) and with the Town 
and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(England) Order 2015, the Local Planning Authority has acted 
positively and proactively in determining this application by identifying 
matters of concern with the proposal and discussing those with the 
Applicant. However, the issues are so fundamental to the proposal that 
it has not been possible to negotiate a satisfactory way forward and 
due to the harm which has been clearly identified within the reason(s) 
for the refusal, approval has not been possible. 
 
 

PL19/112.   RR/2019/2376/P - BECKLEY - MANROY ENGINEERING, LAND ON 
THE NORTH-WEST SIDE OF HOBBS LANE   

(8)  
DECISION: GRANT (TEMPORARY PLANNING PERMISSION) 
DELEGATED (SUBJECT TO RECEIPT OF AN APPROPRIATE 
TRAFFIC/DELIVERY/DESPATCH MANAGEMENT PLAN) 
 
CONDITIONS: 
 
1. This planning permission expires on 20 February 2021. At the end 

of this temporary period the premises shall revert back to a Class 
B1 business use.  
Reason: To enable the Local Planning Authority to assess the effect 
of the Class B8 storage or distribution use on the living conditions of 
neighbouring occupiers and the local highway network, in 
accordance with Policies OSS4 (ii), CO6 (ii) and TR3 of the Rother 
Local Plan Core Strategy and Policy DEN7 of the Development and 
Site Allocations Local Plan (DaSA). 

 
2. The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in 

accordance with the following approved plan and document: 
Location Plan on Drawing No. 07~5007~02, dated Oct 2019. 
Traffic/Delivery/Despatch Management Plan. 
Reason: For the avoidance of doubt and in the interests of proper 
planning, as advised in Planning Practice Guidance Paragraph: 022 
Reference ID: 21a-022-20140306, and to ensure the development 
has an acceptable impact on the living conditions of neighbouring 
occupiers and the local highway network, in accordance with 
Policies OSS4 (ii), CO6 (ii) and TR3 of the Rother Local Plan Core 
Strategy and Policy DEN7 of the DaSA.  

 
NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK: In accordance with 
the requirements of the Framework (paragraph 38) and with the Town 
and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(England) Order 2015, the Local Planning Authority has acted 
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positively and proactively in determining this application by assessing 
the proposal against all material considerations, including planning 
policies and any representations that have been received and 
subsequently determining to grant planning permission in accordance 
with the presumption in favour of sustainable development, as set out 
within the National Planning Policy Framework. 
 
 

PL19/113.   RR/2019/2591/P - WESTFIELD - ASHMORE - LAND AT, 
WESTBROOK LANE   

(9)  
RM 
DECISION: GRANT (FULL PLANNING) 
 
The Committee had visited the site as part of their site inspections.  
The proposal was for the erection of one dwelling on the southern side 
of Westbrook Lane.  The site adjoined the development boundary of 
Westfield and was within the countryside and High Weald Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). 
 
Members heard from the Applicant who outlined the history of the site, 
as well as the local Ward Member who was present at the meeting and 
was in favour of supporting approval of the application.  It was also 
noted that Westfield Parish Council supported the application and felt 
that the development would improve the area.  Members asked 
questions in relation to potential encroachment issues regarding the 
public footpath which ran along the boundary and whether access 
would be maintained at all times during and on completion of the 
development.  The Applicant assured Members that the public footpath 
would remain accessible at all times and would not be compromised by 
the development.  He also advised that the property was intended for 
himself and his family to occupy. 
 
Members discussed the acceptability of the proposal and in weighing 
up all the issues, including the lack of a current 5-year supply of land 
for housing, considered that the development would not have an 
adverse impact on the landscape, character of scenic beauty of the 
High Weald AONB.  The current site was considered an eyesore with 
dilapidated buildings and Members felt that the new dwelling was 
attractive and of appropriate design and therefore would improve / 
enhance the location.  Local community and transport facilities were 
within easy access and therefore the property, in their opinion, was 
within a sustainable location.  Members accepted the Applicant’s 
reassurance that the public footpath would be maintained.  The 
Committee granted full planning permission subject to the inclusion of 
relevant standard conditions (delegated to officers to consider) 
including additional appropriate ecological assessments / surveys 
being completed.   
 
Councillor Mrs Barnes moved the motion to approve (Full Planning) 
and this was seconded by Councillor Coleman. 
 
Resolution voted on – the motion was CARRIED. 
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CONDITIONS: 
 
1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the 

expiration of three years from the date of this permission.  
Reason: In accordance with section 91 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 (as amended by section 51 of the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004).   

 
2. The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in 

accordance with the following approved drawings/details:  
Drawing No. 3 revision A dated 13 April 2006 
Drawing No. 4 revision A dated 20 April 2006 
Drawing E (ground floor), revision A dated 13 April 2006 
Drawing E (first floor), revision A dated 13 April 2006 
Drawing No. 1168-01 dated September 19 
Drawing No. 1168-02 dated September 19 
Reason: For the avoidance of doubt and in the interests of proper 
planning, as advised in Planning Practice Guidance Paragraph: 022 
Reference ID: 21a-022-20140306. 

 
3. No development shall take place until phase 2 species surveys (in 

accordance with the recommendations of the phase 1 Preliminary 
Ecological Assessment by Greenspace Ecology Ltd, dated 
November 2019) have been submitted to and approved in writing by 
the Local Planning Authority. Where the survey(s) identifies impacts 
to protected species it shall detail ecological measures to address 
those impacts. Development shall be carried out in accordance with 
the recommendations of the Preliminary Ecological Assessment 
and any further measures outlined in the approved phase 2 species 
surveys. 
Reason: The potential for the site to support protected species has 
not been properly assessed by the applicant; therefore, the impacts 
on any protected species – and whether such impacts can be 
avoided, mitigated or compensated – are unclear. Further surveys 
are required to ensure the development safeguards protected 
species using the site, in accordance with Policy EN5 of the Rother 
Local Plan Core Strategy and Policy DEN4 of the Development and 
Site Allocations (DaSA) Local Plan. 

 
4. No development above ground level of the site shall take place until 

samples of the materials to be used in construction of the dwelling 
have been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local 
Planning Authority. Development shall be carried out in accordance 
with the approved details.  
Reason: To ensure that the development is in character with its 
surroundings and to maintain the visual amenities of the locality in 
accordance with Policies OSS4 (iii) and EN3 of the Rother Local 
Plan Core Strategy. 

 
5. Prior to any above ground development hereby approved, full 

details of all hard and soft landscaping of the site and boundary 
treatments shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the 
Local Planning Authority. Development shall be carried out in 
accordance with the approved details. If within a period of five years 
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from the date of the planting any tree or plant is removed, uprooted, 
destroyed or dies, [or becomes, in the opinion of the Local Planning 
Authority, seriously damaged or defective] another tree or plant of 
the same species and size as that originally planted shall be 
planted at the same place, unless the Local Planning Authority 
gives its written consent to any variation.  
Reason: To ensure that the development is in character with its 
surroundings, to maintain the visual amenities of the locality and to 
ensure the on-going enhancement of the development and 
maintenance of the landscape in accordance with Policies OSS3, 
OSS4, RA2, RA3 and EN1 of the Rother Local Plan Core Strategy, 
Policies DEN1 and DEN2 of the DaSA Local Plan. 

 
6. The development shall not be occupied until a parking and turning 

area has been provided to accommodate a minimum of two cars, 
and the area shall thereafter be retained for that use and shall not 
be used other than for the parking and turning of motor vehicles.  
Reason: To provide on-site parking and turning areas to ensure that 
the proposed development does not prejudice the free flow of traffic 
or conditions of general safety along the highway in accordance 
with Policies CO6 (ii) and TR4 (i) of the Rother Local Plan Core 
Strategy.  

 
7. Access shall be maintained to the adjacent public footpaths at all 

time, both during construction and on completion of the 
development. 
Reason: To ensure that the proposed development does not 
prejudice pedestrian safety in accordance with Policy CO6 (ii) of the 
Rother Local Plan Core Strategy.  

 
8. Notwithstanding the provisions of the Town and Country Planning 

(General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as 
amended) (or any order revoking or re-enacting this Order with or 
without modification), no buildings, structures or fencing as defined 
within Class E of Part 1 and Class A of Part 2 of the Schedule 2 of 
the Order, shall be carried out on the site otherwise than in 
accordance with a planning permission granted by the Local 
Planning Authority.  
Reason: To safeguard the visual character and appearance of the 
area and to preserve the natural landscape quality and character of 
the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty in accordance 
with Policies OSS4 (iii), RA3 (iv) and (v) and EN1 of the Rother 
Local Plan Core Strategy and Policies DEN1 and DEN2 of the 
DaSA Local Plan.  

 
9. The dwelling hereby approved shall meet the requirement of no 

more than 110 litres/person/day water efficiency set out in Part G of 
Schedule 1 of the Building Regulations 2010 (as amended) for 
water usage. The dwelling hereby permitted shall not be occupied 
until evidence has been submitted to and approved in writing by the 
Local Planning Authority to demonstrate that the dwelling has been 
constructed to achieve water consumption of no more than 110 
litres per person per day.   
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Reason: To ensure that the dwelling is built to acceptable water 
efficiency standards in line with sustainability objectives and in 
accordance with Policy SRM2 (v) of the Rother Local Plan Core 
Strategy and Policy DRM1 of the Rother DaSA Local Plan.  

 
10. The dwelling hereby permitted shall not be occupied until it has 

been constructed in accordance with Part M4(2) (accessible and 
adaptable dwellings) of Schedule 1 of the Building Regulations 
2010 (as amended) for access to and use of buildings.  
Reason: To ensure that an acceptable standard of access is 
provided to the dwelling in accordance with Policy OSS4 (i) of the 
Rother Local Plan Core Strategy and Policy DHG4 of the Rother 
DaSA Local Plan. 

 
NOTES: 
 
1. The development is subject to the Community Infrastructure Levy 

(CIL). Full details will be set out in the CIL Liability Notice which will 
be issued in conjunction with this decision. All interested parties are 
referred to http://www.rother.gov.uk/CIL for further information and 
the charging schedule.  
 

2. The Applicant is advised that it is their responsibility to notify their 
Building Control Body (Local Authority or Approved Inspector) that 
conditions triggering the optional technical standards for Water 
Efficiency and Accessibility are attached to this planning permission 
and that development should be built accordingly. Enforcement 
action may be taken without further notice if the relevant standards 
are not achieved. 
 

3. The Applicant is advised to contact East Sussex County Council 
Rights of Way on 0345 6080 193 in respect of Footpath 26 in terms 
of the suitable width for the path and the requirements with regard 
to gates/stiles on the boundaries. 
 

4. The Applicant is reminded that under the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 (Section 1) it is an offence to take, damage or destroy the 
nest of any wild bird while that nest is in use or being built. Planning 
permission for a development does not provide a defence against 
prosecution under this Act. Trees and scrub are likely to contain 
nesting birds between 1 March and 31 July. Trees and scrub are 
present on the application site and should be assumed to contain 
nesting birds between the above dates unless a survey has shown 
it is absolutely certain that nesting birds are not present.  
 

5. The Applicant is reminded that it is an offence to damage or destroy 
species protected under separate legislation. Planning permission 
for a development does not provide a defence against prosecution 
under European and UK wildlife protection legislation. Separate 
licences and consents may be required to undertake work on the 
site where protected species are found and these should be sought 
before development commences. 
 

http://www.rother.gov.uk/CIL
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6. This planning permission does not authorise any interference with 
animals, birds, marine life, plants, fauna and habitats in 
contravention of the requirements of the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981, the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CROW) 
and other legislation. Further advice on the requirements of these 
Acts is available from Natural England, Sussex and Surrey Team, 
Phoenix House, 33 North Street, Lewes, East Sussex BN7 2PH. 

 
NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK: In accordance with 
the requirements of the Framework (paragraph 38) and with the Town 
and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(England) Order 2015, the Local Planning Authority has acted 
positively and proactively in determining this application by assessing 
the proposal against all material considerations, including planning 
policies and any representations that have been received and 
subsequently determining to grant planning permission in accordance 
with the presumption in favour of sustainable development, as set out 
within the National Planning Policy Framework. 
 
 

PL19/114.   RR/2019/1600/P - WESTFIELD - REDLAYS FARM, COTTAGE 
LANE   

(10)  
DECISION: REFUSE (FULL PLANNING) 
 
REASON FOR REFUSAL: 
 
1. The scale and siting of the barn would involve the use of large 

quantities of fill to level and raise the ground level extending the 
farming structures towards the south landscape and field. This 
would result in significant changes to the landscape character, 
particularly in long views to it from both the south and west public 
footpath. These changes and elevated levels would also exacerbate 
the prominence of the proposed barn to the southern field of the 
farmyard cluster of buildings, and result in an incongruous man-
made feature out of keeping with and harmful to the natural 
landscape setting of the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty.  The proposal is contrary to adopted local Policy OSS4 (iii), 
RA3 and EN1(i) (viii) and paragraph 172 of the National Planning 
Policy Framework and Local Plan Development and Site Allocations 
Policies DHG9 and DEN2. 

 
NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK: In accordance with 
the requirements of the Framework (paragraph 38) and with the Town 
and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(England) Order 2015, the Local Planning Authority has acted 
positively and proactively in determining this application by identifying 
matters of concern with the proposal and determining the application 
within a timely manner, clearly setting out the reason for refusal, 
thereby allowing the Applicant the opportunity to consider the harm 
caused and whether or not it can be remedied as part of a revised 
scheme. 
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PL19/115.   RR/2019/1562/P - WESTFIELD - REDLAYS FARM, COTTAGE 
LANE   

(11)  
DECISION: REFUSE (FULL PLANNING) 
 
REASON FOR REFUSAL: 
 
1. The proposed barn is larger than that which would reasonably be 

required having regard to the level of storage indicated by the 
applicant. As such there is no demonstrable agricultural need for it. 
Furthermore, the scale and siting of the barn would involve the use 
of large quantities of fill to level and raise the ground level extending 
the farming structures towards the south landscape and field. This 
would result in significant changes to the landscape character, 
particularly in long views to it from both the south and west public 
footpath. These changes and elevated levels would also exacerbate 
the prominence of the proposed barn to the southern field of the 
farmyard cluster of buildings, and result in an incongruous man-
made feature out of keeping with and harmful to the natural 
landscape setting of the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty.  The proposal is contrary to adopted local Policy OSS4 (iii), 
RA3 and EN1(i) (viii) and paragraph 172 of the National Planning 
Policy Framework and Local Plan Development and Site Allocations 
Policies DHG9 and DEN2. 

 
NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK: In accordance with 
the requirements of the Framework (paragraph 38) and with the Town 
and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(England) Order 2015, the Local Planning Authority has acted 
positively and proactively in determining this application by identifying 
matters of concern with the proposal and determining the application 
within a timely manner, clearly setting out the reason for refusal, 
thereby allowing the Applicant the opportunity to consider the harm 
caused and whether or not it can be remedied as part of a revised 
scheme. 
 
 

PL19/116.   RR/2019/2657/P - BEXHILL - 121 NINFIELD ROAD, SIDLEY HOUSE   

(12)  
DECISION: GRANT (FULL PLANNING) 
 
CONDITIONS: 
 
1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the 

expiration of three years from the date of this permission.  
Reason: In accordance with section 91 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 (as amended by section 51 of the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004). 

 
2. The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in 

accordance with the following approved plans and details: 
Location Block Plan, Drawing No. DR-B-1003-S4-P01, dated 18 
November 2019 
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Proposed East Elevation, Drawing No. DR-B-2204-D1-C01, dated 
18 November 2019 
Proposed North Elevation, Drawing No. DR-B-2205-D1-C01, dated 
18 November 2019 
Proposed West and South Elevations, Drawing No. DR-B-2206-D1-
C01, dated 18 November 2019 
Proposed West Elevation, Drawing No. DR-B-2207-D1-C01, dated 
18 November 2019 
Reason: For the avoidance of doubt and in the interests of proper 
planning, as advised in Planning Practice Guidance Paragraph: 022 
Reference ID: 21a-022-20140306. 

 
NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK: In accordance with 
the requirements of the Framework (paragraph 38) and with the Town 
and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(England) Order 2015, the Local Planning Authority has acted 
positively and proactively in determining this application by assessing 
the proposal against all material considerations, including planning 
policies and any representations that have been received and 
subsequently determining to grant planning permission in accordance 
with the presumption in favour of sustainable development, as set out 
within the National Planning Policy Framework. 
 
 

PL19/117.   PROBITY IN PLANNING - REVISED GUIDANCE NOTE ON THE 
ROLE OF COUNCILLORS AND OFFICERS   

(13)  
In November 2009, the best practice advice from the Local 
Government Association (LGA), “Probity in Planning: the role of 
Councillors and officers” was adopted.  The revised edition was then 
adopted in April 2013.  A further revised and updated version dated 
December 2019 had now been produced by the LGA which was 
disseminated to the Planning Committee Members’ at the meeting. 
 
The revised guidance reflected on changes to legislation and the 2019 
National Planning Policy Framework.  It clarified how Councillors could 
get involved in planning discussions on plan making and on 
applications, on behalf of their communities, in a fair, impartial and 
transparent way.  Three areas were specifically highlighted, as the 
advice had significantly changed or been updated, namely how 
Councillors dealt with social media; predisposition, predetermination or 
bias; and the role of legal support.  The purpose of the guide was to 
assist Members in their community engagement role whilst making 
good standards of probity.  The Committee was encouraged to 
familiarise themselves with the updated guidance. 
 
RESOLVED: That Cabinet be requested to recommend to Council that 
the best practice advice ‘Probity in Planning: for Councillors and 
officers’ second revised edition 2019 be adopted as guidance and 
incorporated into the Council’s Constitution. 
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PL19/118.   NEW HOMES BONUS SCHEME AND ROTHER'S AWARD FOR 
2020/21 AND HOUSING DELIVERY   

(14)  
During 2011-2028, the Council’s Core Strategy Local Plan target 
required 335 units / dwellings to be built per annum.  As a result of 
several years of under delivery, the rate now equated to 458 units / 
dwellings per annum.  Actual delivery remained low at approximately 
200 units / dwellings per annum. 
 
In February 2019, the Government published the results of the Housing 
Delivery Test (HDT) which was an annual percentage measurement of 
the number of net homes delivered against the number required.  
Rother’s HDT result equated to 69%, calculated from actual housing 
delivery of 697 units out of a requirement of 1,008 over the previous 
three years.  Subsequently, the Council produced an Action Plan with 
specified actions to identify how delivery could be improved. 
 
As at 1 April 2019, the Council’s housing land supply was 3.73 years.  
This measure compared housing targets (including any under-supply 
against them) to the number of dwellings which were deliverable and 
likely to be completed within five years.  At present there was an 
insufficient supply of deliverable housing sites to meet the five year 
housing land requirement.  The revised position would be produced on 
1 April 2020 and published during the summer 2020.  The Council’s 
Local Plan was in the early stages of being updated which would 
explain how specified targets would be addressed / met. 
 
The New Homes Bonus (NHB) was introduced by the Government in 
2011.  A grant paid to local councils to reflect and incentivise housing 
growth by granting planning permission for new homes etc.  In 2020-
21, the NHB pot had reduced, with Rother’s shared expected to be 
£247,126 (45% less than the previous year). 
 
Members acknowledged that the lack of five year supply of deliverable 
housing sites and the HDT result were significant material 
considerations when determining planning applications.  It was 
essential that all planning applications were considered on their 
planning merits, in accordance with the development plan and 
favourably, unless material considerations determined otherwise. 
 
RESOLVED: That the report be noted. 
 
 

PL19/119.   MEMBER OVERTURNS AT PLANNING COMMITTEE   

(15)  
Consideration was given to the report of the Executive Director which 
detailed the number of Member overturns from 2016 to present day.  
Since 2016, the Planning Committee had considered 275 applications, 
38 or 14% of which had resulted in Member overturns.  A breakdown of 
the overturns that were approved and refused was detailed at Figures 
1 and 2 respectively to the report. 
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It was noted that in terms of refusal overturns, 74% had been subject to 
an appeal (14) of which 57% were allowed by the Planning 
Inspectorate.  Over the four year period refusals with officer 
recommendation (committee and delegated decisions) had resulted in 
249 appeals of which 28% were allowed.  There was a significant 
difference in “allowed” appeals against officer recommendation (57%) 
and those with officer recommendation (28%) which impacted on 
workload and resources to manage the appeals process. 
 
Ongoing relevant training would be organised to assist Members with 
maintaining and improving decision making, as well as improving 
appeal decision performance.  
 
RESOLVED: That the report be noted. 
 
 

PL19/120.   UNDETERMINED MAJOR PLANNING APPLICATIONS   

(16)  
Members noted the report on the current status of 23 undetermined 
Major Planning Applications.  Out of 23, 13 were under consideration, 
eight were subject to a Section 106 obligation, one had been amended 
and re-advertised and one was not considered a valid application and 
was awaiting formal withdrawal. 
 
The Committee requested that future reports included more detailed 
explanation where the application status was stated as “under 
consideration” and an expected time for the application to be reported 
to the Committee.   
 
RESOLVED: That: 
 
1) the report be noted; and 

 
2) future reports include more detailed explanation where the 

application status was stated as “under consideration” and an 
expected time for the application to be reported to the Committee. 

 
(Whilst Councillor Mier had declared a personal and prejudicial interest 
in this matter in so far as he had predetermined his decision regarding 
Application No. RR/2018/2726/P Pett Level Road at the start of the 
meeting; the item was not individually discussed, therefore in 
accordance with the Members’ Code of Conduct he remained in the 
room during the consideration thereof). 
 
 

PL19/121.   PLANNING STATISTICS FOR THE QUARTER SEPTEMBER TO 
DECEMBER 2019   

(17)  
Members gave consideration to the report of the Executive Director on 
the planning statistics for the quarter September to December 2019. 
 
The Committee requested that future reports included the previous 
three periods of data to establish trends in performance. 
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RESOLVED: That: 
 
1) the report be noted; and 

 
2) future reports include the previous three periods of data to establish 

trends in performance. 
 
 

PL19/122.   APPEALS   

(18)  
Members noted the report on Appeals that had been started, allowed 
or dismissed since the Committee’s last meeting, together with the list 
of forthcoming Hearings and Inquiries. 
 
RESOLVED: That the report be noted. 
 
 

PL19/123.   TO NOTE THE DATE AND TIME FOR FUTURE SITE INSPECTIONS   

(19)  
Tuesday 10 March 2020 at 8:30am departing from the Town Hall, 
Bexhill. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 
The meeting closed at 1:15pm. 

 
 
 


